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I. CONCERNING GOD ceased tobe a Center of Union. Tt is 
AND RELIGION. : time to diseard sectarianism and to re- 


| turn to fundamental principles so as 
A. MASON is pueee: by his annie 


to obey the moral Law; and if he 
rightly understands the Art, he will 
never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an 
| irreligious LIBERTINE. But though 
in ancient “times MASONS. were 


|to unite people wno will otherwise re- 
|main at a perpetual distance. 


May Co-Masonry ever remain free 
from disintegrating elements of _re- 
ligious dogmatism and sectarianism 


_ charged in every: Country to be of the ja; well as from the intolerance that 


Religion of that Country or Nation, would condemn: any member. for 
whatever it was, yet it is thought practicing, in the profane world, a 
mere expedient only to oblige then: to religion of his choice; It will:then-be 
- that Religion in which all Men agree, | able to retain its International char- 
leaving their particular opinions to acter 0a to become a powerful in- 
themselves; that is, to be good ‘Men strument ee disseminating ~ and 
and true, or Men of Honour and practicing the ideals of  Universa) 
‘Honesty, by whatever Denominations | Broterhood. | 

or Persuasions, they may be dis- 





tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes - Wherever creeds and dogmas ure © 


the Center of Union, and the mesns |adopted, and members are obliged to 
of conciliating true Friendship among | Subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
Persons that must have remained at a|bership, individual Reason and 
perpetual distance—From Anderson’s ' Conseience are dethroned and Free- 
‘onstitution of 1723. dom of Will is lost. Let us pray that 
—_—_—_—_—_ such state of affairs. may never pre- 
To the extent, that Masons, in /vail in the Co-Masonic Order. Every 
various countries, have departed from | member must always feel free in his 
the above declaration, Masonry has search for more ‘Light. 
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CONCERNING THINGS ANCIENT an old hag. and the soul had to jump 
—__——_— the ditch and wrestle with the hag, 
( Continued ) who tried to throw him into it. If he 
Let us follow up the bridge-symbol | overthrew her, he entered Paradise: 
further, for we find its ramifications |if she threw him into the ditch, he 
and permutations among all peoples.|remained there in misery for ever. 
Cruising among the beliefs |Another version has it that there 
preserved in Oceania, as we might! were two female guardians, one with 
eruise among its actual islands, we;a sword and one with a torch. 
find strange, weird, and strikingly What the bridge and the leaping 
similar traditions. The islanders of |of the ditch symbolizes should be 
one locality believed that under the/clear. This people had not evolved 
sea lay two regions: one a_ dismal/|to a state wherein moral rectitude 
place of suffering and the other aj|was looked upon as a necessary 
kind of Elysian Fields. To reach the |requirement, but that a magical 
latter the soul had to cross’. the |ritual dance, or great strength, would 
former by means of a bridge, called |qualify them for admission to 
“The Dancing Bridge.” On _ this | Paradise. 
bridge stood fiends ready to hur! the; The islanders of another locality 
traveller from it into a place of woe.|held the belief that good _ souls, 
To pass these guardians, the soul had |assisted by a god, ascended a ladder 
to perform a ritual dance which, if | which led to heaven, passed between 
well done, held the attention of the |two stones which served as the gates 
fiends until he had passed them injof heaven, opening and_ shutting 
safety. alternatively by crashing together 
According to another account, their |and then separating, and, finally, 
Paradise was bounded by a wall round | beyond these, entered into peace. 
which ran a bottomless ditch. The|The souls of the wicked were seized 
only gate in the wall was guarded by )by another god and cast into a pit 
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ealled the Sea of Filth. Warriors, St. Michael weighing souls, while a 
however, went to a_ special heaven demon waits nearby to claim those 
presided over by a war-god. Note who fail in the test. Those who do 
that there were three places to which pass the test are led by an angel to 
the souls could go. the ladder, and Christ’s head is seen 
The bridge-symbol appears here as at the summit of the ladder. There 
a ladder, is reminiscent of that ladder is a curious representation of a great 
up which the Egyptian Osiris is angel helping Enoch “who walked 
said to have climbed into heaven, and with God” and Elijah “who never 
recalls the ladder in certain Masonic tasted death” to pass directly up the 
degrees. side of the ladder (the right-hand up- 
It is a far stretch in time and right) and not climb up even by its 
place and civilization between those | rungs. 
South Sea aborigines and the Church| This weighing of the soul finds its 
of St. Peter and St. Paul in England, | analogue in the weighing of the soul 
but let us enter that church atj|in Egyptian tradition, where Anubis, 
Chaldon, Surrey, and examine an old |instead of St. Michael, adjusts the 
fresco. It was probably painted |balance, and Thoth, instead of an 
about A.D. 1200, later covered up|angel, stands ready to lead the 
under a coat of whitewash, re-|acquitted away. The foul demon 
discovered and restored in 1870. ‘The |corresponds with the menster which, 
fresco depicts the Underworld andj|in the Egyptian Underworld, sat 
the ladder which leads thence to|waiting to devour all those who 
Heaven. The lower and _ upper|failed to pass the test. 
spheres of the Underworld are In the upper right-hand _ section, 
separated by a band of clouds. The|Christ harrows Hell, trampling on 
ladder is shown in the centre of the|Satan, while ten souls are shown 
fresco, leading from the bottom of | being rescued and led out of bondage. 
the Underworld straight up through|The arms of Satan are bound in 
its two divisions into Paradise, thus |front of him, downwards, so as_ to 
completely marking off right and|form a cross upon the abdomen. 
left sections, as the band of clouds—|Though this would naturally be 
or “River of Ocean’”—did into an|interpreted that Satan’s overthrow is 
“above” and a “below.” due to the fact that Christ died on 
While some souls are succeeding |the cross, it is truly a marvelous 
in climbing up into Paradise, others |coincidence (?) that this position of 
are seen falling off the ladder, or are|the hands makes the ancient Triad 
pulled off by demons. In the lower|sign for the element of wood, as 
Underworld, a woman who had fed |shown in Ward’s “The Hung Society”, 
her pets but ignored the poor is] Vol. 1, p. 97. 
depicted as having her hand gnawed} In the lower right-hand section, 
off by a dog, while in a huge cauldron| we find the bridge portrayed—the 
two demons are boiling murderers. In| Brig o’ Dred. It is shaped and 
the upper left-hand section we find) toothed like a saw, and is held in 


ee 





THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 3 


place by two devils. The bridge is 
over a fiery pit and near to a cauldron 
of boiling water. Across the bridge 
souls are passing, five cheating 
tradesmen can be made out, -for they 
carry their tools or emblems of 
trade. Underneath are the fires of 
Hel! where a miser in the midst of 
his money-bags is seen being hor- 


ribly tormented, while on either side|accompany him on this 


are other victims in misery guarded 
by demons. 


Ward makes the statement that, 
probably, the story of Yoonecara, the 
Fearless, which is the account of the 
journey of an Australian black, is 
the most primitive example and the 
oldest version of the mystic journey 
of the soul from earth to heaven that 
we possess. This we shall give, 
shortening it from “The Hung 
Society”, Vol. II, by the omission of 
many native names and _ abridging 
descriptions. 

It seems probable, says Ward, that 
this story is really the secret tradi- 
tion of the initiation rite of a 
Medicine Man. The god of initiation 
among the Australian blacks was 
named “Biame”’, and according to 
some legends he was the inventor of 
the “bull-roarer” used at all initia- 
tions. In certain ceremonies, the 
initiates enter, in turn, three circles, 
go on a long journey through the 
bush, pass over the image of Biame, 
stretched out as though on the cross 
of the equinox, and then under an 
arch of boomerangs held by fully 
initiated men. This last we referred 
to in our September article in writing 
of the arch of crossed swords in the 
Hung Society which was called 


“Crossing the Bridge.” 

This is the story of Yoonecara, in 
substance: 

Once, many years ago, there lived 
a mighty chief, named Yoonecara. 
and he decided to visit the home of 
his great ancestor Biame, who dwelt 
in the ‘and beyond the Setting Sun. 
No one was. brave enough to 
dangerous 
journey and so, having arnied him- 


self and placed provisions in_ his 
dilly-bag, he set forth alone. 
Day by day he travelled toward 


the West, until at last he came to 
land where dwelt men with the feet 


of emus. These emu-men were great 
magicians. If they could manage to 


touch the legs and feet of a man his 
legs beeame like their own, emu- 
legs. As soon as they saw Yoone- 
cara they determined to work their 
magic spells upon him, but he was 
on his guard and had come prepared. 
Now in that land there were no 
bandicoots (a kind of enormous rat) 
and Yoonecara had brought a_ live 
one with him. So he opened his bag 
and let it escape, whereupon the 
emu-men gave chase, hoping to kill 
and eat it, and in their excitement 
forgot Yoonecara, who meanwhile 
escaped from their country. 

After travelling West for many 
days he came to the land of anvuther 


strange race. They were of the: 
most extraordinary shape, for 
although in front they looked like 


men, from the back they appeared to 
be “rolypolys” (round, pudding-bag 
shape). This tribe spoke fair and 
said: “O Stranger, whence come 
you and whither directing your 
steps?” Yoonecara answered: “7 
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have journeyed far from my home in 
the East, which lies behind the 
mountains, towards the West seeking 
the home of my Ancestor, the great 
Biame, who dwells in the Land of 
the Setting Sun, far beyond the 
sound of rushing waters and_ the 
cool breath of the breezes of night.” 

The Chief of this tribe tried to 
dissuade Yoonecara from going 
farther, saying: “The way to the 
home of Biame is long and difficult. 
Many dangers await thee, my 
brother, for between this place and 
the Land of Sunset is the dwelling- 
place of evil spirits, who call to the 
traveller and sing to him magic 
songs through the trees. Nor are 
these your only enemies, for in the 
forest the great Black Bat lies in 
ambush. Stay then with us, refresh 
yourself, and then return in peace 
to your tribe.” But Yoonecara 
thanked him and went his way. 

For many, many days he continued 
his journey, till at length he reached 
a jand where the mosquitoes and 
flies were larger, more numerous, 
and more vicious than any he had 
previously met with in his’ whole 
life. For a long time he struggled 
on bravely, but at length even his 
iron courage gave way and, sitting 
down by a water-hole, he lit a fire 
and considered his desperate plight, 
saying to himself: “If I cannot 
protect myself from these huge 
insects my bones will soon be bleach- 
ing in the sun. I fear that after all 
I am beaten, for the task is beyond 
the task of any man. Alas, I must 
abandon the attempt and return to 
my tribe with my purpose unac- 
complished.” But even while he 


was thus meditating, a plan occured 
to him whereby he could protect 
himself from the attacks of the giant 
insects. This plan he immediately 
adopted, and stripping off a sheet of 
bark from a tree sufficiently long to 
protect his body, he tied it round 
himself. He then, in like rmanner 
tied bushes round his ankles and 
head, and, thus protected, was able 
to defy his tormentors. At length he 
found that he had passed through 
the land of the giant insects, and so 
he removed his bark covering and 
placed it in a water-hole, to keep it 
soft so that he could use it again on 
his return. 

And after having surmounted this 
danger his courage returned and he 
went on boldly, nor did he for awhile 
meet with any further adventures, 
but at length he camie to a marsh and 
could find no path across it nor any 
way round. Then, indeed, he thought 
that further progress was impossible 
but after a long search he discovered 
the trunk of a fallen tree, which 
completely bridged the marsh, and 
across it he passed in safety to the 
other side. Here the country 
assumed a more pleasing appearance 
and presently he saw a great cliff, 
on one side of which was a cave. As 
he approached it he was able to see 
therein his ancestor, Biame, asleep, 
and that he was of gigantic propor- 
tions, much larger than any black 
fellow of the present day. 

Outside the cave sat  Biame’s 
daughter roasting a carpet-snake in 
front of a fire. As soon as she saw 
Yoonecara she offered him a piece, 
saving: “O faithful heart, iong and 
weary has been your journey, and: 
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many the dangers which you have 
surmounted. Like the light of the 
sun was the fire of your courage, and 
this shall be your reward. Your 
name shall be handed down from 
generation to generation as the only 
man who journeyed to the home of 
Biame and returned, for never again 
shall mortal man do the like.” 

Soon after, Biame awoke and 
talked with the hero. The land in 
which he dwelt was more beautiful 
and fertile than any the traveller 
had previously seen. The grass 
grew tall as a man, the stream which 
ran in front of the cave was crystal 
clear, and the lagoon into which it 
emptied was well stocked with fish 
and waterfowl. In this land there 
was always shade, even at mid-day, 
and a cool breeze, while overhead the 
birds sang melodiously. 

After he had rested in this smiling 
iand and refreshed himself, Yoone- 
cara returned in safety to his own 
tribe and told them all that had 
befallen him. Soon after he died, 
and since then no living man _ has 
ever traveiled to the Land of the 
Se'ting Sun. 


Ward also records this story. Some 
white men, coming across an old 
Australian black who was reputed to 


have visited the other world, 
questioned the man and elicited the 
following: 


“One day I climbed up a tall gum 
tree to reach some grubs, and sud- 
denly found myself in a new country, 
much more beautiful than that which 
I had left. The grass was as tall as 
a man and the birds and fish were 


so plentiful that no one could possibly. 


‘lack food. 


‘Occultism brings us the 


I was surprised to see 
my father and mother, who had long 
been dead, coming towards me, and 
they greeted me with joy. Then 1 
saw several friends who had _ died, 
and also others whom my _ father 
declared to be my ancestors. Sudden- 
ly, however, I felt a sharp pain, the 
fair landscape vanished and I found 
myself lying at the foot of the gum 
tree I had climbed. My leg was 
broken and it was only with great 
dificulty that I crawled back to our 
camping ground. Since then I have 
searched year after year for that 
happy land but I cannot find the way 
to it, and I think I shall only reach 
it when I die.” 


In both of these legends, the 
bridge-symbol is a tree, in one case 
a fallen one which lies horizontally 
over a marsh, in the other an upright 
growing one in position like unto a 
ladder. The last story could reason- 
ably claim to be the ancient archetype 
of our familiar “Jack and the Bean- 
stalk.” We remember Jack finds 
himself in a new world as he reaches 
the top of the beanstalk. How about 


the giant of that childhood’s tale 
representing some long-forgotten 
pagan god! 


The emu-men of the first story 
have an affinity with the cock-legged 
devils of medieval frescoes. There is 
a painting of the Last Judgment at 
Basle where demons with heads and 
legs of cocks are carrying off the 
dammed, and those to be resurrected 
are borne away by a savior who is a 
horned and hoofed goat-man. 
fact that 
there were once semi-human beings of 
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earth of strange pudding-bag shape, 
and here we find them mentioned in 
this ancient Australian tradition as 
rolypolys.. Most interesting touch of 
antiquity! 

Descriptions of the Underworld 
and Heaven vary, it will be seen, 
with the various stages of man’s 
development. They are replicas of 
certain glorified or  exagerated 
features of earth-life. The carpet 
snake, for instance, typifies celestial 
food, a symbol hardly fitting modern 
days, but quite appropriate to the 
primitive childlike savage in his time. 
Compare the description of heaven in 
these stories with the fields of the 
Blessed in the Egyptian Tuat with 
its corn seven cubits tall, and the 
fertile rice fields and _ overloaded 
orchards in the City of the Willows, 
or Chinese heaven. 

Most curious of all the descriptions 
in these stories is that part concern- 
ing Yoonecara’s stripping off his 
bark covering and leaving it in a 
water-hole to keep it soft until his 
return. Ward says: “The exact 
meaning of this part of the story is 
not clear, but among many Austral- 
ian tribes it is customary to wrap 
the dead body in a piece of bark, with 
bushes round the head and feet, and 
place it in a tree. This procedure 
may imply that he left his physical 
body behind at the water-hole and 
subsequently resumed it when he 
returned from the land beyond the 
grave. Clearly he could not enter 
the next world in a physical body.” 
In that Syrian gnostic poem of pre- 
Christian times, whose original title 
has been lost but which is now ap- 
propriately called “The Hymn of the 


Robe of Glory” —a truly poetic 
‘inspiration dealing with these same 
-after-death mysteries and experiences 
—the leaving of the physical earth- 
plane for the higher realms is thus 


put: 





“Their filthy and unclean garments 
I stripped off and left in- their 
country.” 





It is particularly interesting to 
learn that what turns an_ ordinary 
initiated Australian tribesman into a 
Medicine Man is a special ceremony 
that represents not only his journey 
to the next world, but his conscious 
return therefrom. The usual place of 
initiation is a cave, which is supposed 
to be inhabited by spirits and to lead 
to the realm of the dead. The would- 
be Medicine Man enters the cave, lies 
down near the entrance and passes 
into a heavy sleep. Then one of his 
ancestral spirits creeps up to him and 
drives a “spirit” spear through the 
back of his neck and through his 
tongue, so as to make the iatter 
cleave to the roof of his mouth. He 
then thrusts his spear through the 
victim’s head, so that it enters at one 
ear and passes out at the _ other. 
Note the cross made. This blow 
“kills him” and the spirit carries away 
his body to Paradise, cuts it open, 
disembowels it, replaces the old 
physical intestines with new spirit 
ones and then restores him to life. 

In the ceremony, disguised 
Medicine Men take the part of the 
ghosts and officiating spirits. It is 
said that undoubtedly a sharp instru- 
ment is driven through the tongue of 
the candidate, for a hole in the 
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tongue, large enough to allow a little 
finger to be inserted therein, is the 
badge of the newly installed Medicine 
Man. The victims return in a dazed 
state and in pretended (7?) ignorance 
as to their past lives, for they are 
supposed to be “New Born.” They 
recognize no one, (or play-act it) not 
even their wives, until they have been 
rc-introduced to them by the presid- 
ing Medicine Man. 

Note these Masonic points in this 
ceremony: 1. The candidate is sup- 
posed to be slain; 2. To visit another 
world; and 8. To be restored, “to the 
former companions of his toil.” 

Here is another curious use of the 
tree as the bridge-symbol: The 
Melanesians believe that the ghost 
journeys until it comes to two rocks 
between which is a deep chasm. It 
leaps this chasm and if it lands on 
the other side it is really dead, but if 
it falls into the chasm, it returns to 
life on earth. The soul then reaches 
the end of the island, where on the 
seashore it is met by all the ghosis 
of the dead, and if among them there 
is any who have been injured by him 
during lite, they beat him and stab 
him. He then comes to a deep cleft 
and if he fails to jump across this he 
is broken in pieces. Finally he is 
mt by a fierce pig, which devours all 
who have not planted pandamus 
trees during their lives. If, however, 
the deceased has planted any of these 
trees he finds one of them at hand, 
climbs up it and escapes’ into 
Paradise. 

Among the same people, it is the 
custom, on the first day after death, 
for two men to sleep one on either 
side of the dead person and _ their 





souls are supposed to accompany 
him to the next land. There they 
are offered betel nut, which the dead 
eats but the living men refuse, for 
if the latter eat it they never return 
to earth. Ward says: “These two 
assistants should be compared with 
the two assistant sojourners in the 
R. A., while the rule that you must 
not eat food in the land of the dead 
is the world-wide tradition which was 
violated with disastrous results by 
Persephone. In the Hung ritual the 
peach fruit sold to the Heroes by the 
old man takes the place of the betel 
nut.” 

Let us end our wanderings in 
Oceania for the present at the island 
of Fiji and its unique belief. 

The Fijians say that Paradise lies 
on an island to the West. The very 
practical reason given for that loca- 
tion is that for two-thirds of the 
vear the Trade winds blow from the 
southeast, and thus would bear the 
departing spirits towards the north 
west. The ghosts would be too weak 
to battle against an adverse wind. 
(That the Isles of the Blest are 
usually placed in the West has, of 
course some more widespread and 
universal cause for that choice of 
location than that of local winds, and, 
as we know, one connected with the 
mysteries of the sun as the source of 
all life on the planet and especially 
of the lives of men. Analyticai 
thought is not to be found among 
primitive races, but they often readily 
fix on some visible and material 
occurrence as the cause of, and reason 
for their own vague non-material 
beliefs.) 

The Fijians believed that when the 
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soul has left its body it comes to a 
stretch of water across which it has 
to be conveyed by a ghostly ferry- 
man in a boat. After it has reached 
the further side it begins its 
real journey, which is full of perils. 
It first comes to a pandamus tree, at 
which it throws the “ghost” of a 
whale’s tooth (the real tooth has 
been buried with the dead man in his 
erave.) If it strikes the tree the 
soul knows that his friends have 
strangled his wife and she will soon 
be with him, so he sits down and 
awaits her; but if the tooth misses 
the tree he knows that they have 
failed in their duty and he wails sor- 
rowfully, since he will have no one 
to wait on him in the next world. 

A bachelor’s lot, however, is much 
worse, for as he comes to a_ dark 
defile on the way a being called “The 
Great Woman” pounces upon him; 
if he escapes her it is only to fall a 
victim further on to a still more 
deadly monster. This demon sits on 
a great black stone, and no bachelor 
ever escapes him. Thus it is that no 
unmarried man ever enters Paradise. 

But even the married are not safe 
from danger, for though they pass 
these two “Gates” in safety, there is 
a third peril awaiting them. A great. 
giant “The Killer of Souls”, lies in wait, 
and if he succeeds in slaying’ the 
ghost with his axe he eats him, and 
that soul is totally destroyed. Those 
who escape this peril go on, climb a 
peak of a mountain and find that the 
road ends at the edge of a precipice, 
at ‘whose foot is a large lake. Over 
this precipice projects a great steer- 
ing oar whose handle is held by a 
servant of the Serpent God, who 


rules in the next world. The servant 
tells him to sit on the blade of the 
oar and, if he does so, tips him into 
the lake, but those loved by the gods 
are warned to sit on the handle, and 
so this gate-keeper of Paradise can- 
not move the oar. They then become 
deified spirits and apparently enter 
Paradise, being free to revisit earth 
from time to time. The chief qualifi- 
cation for admission to Paradise is 
that “you have slain and eaten your 
man.” 


We hope our readers will not pass 
by these queer legends as just non- 
sensical superstitutions not worth 
printer’s ink, but will slowly analyze, 
find the ‘landmarks’ therein:—the 
different worlds, the bridges betwee. 
or equivalent, the dangers, or gates 
to be passed, the test that admits 
either to Heaven or Hell, ete., etc. 
You may widen and deepen your 
undertanding of Freemasonry. 


“Masonry through life is a never- 
failing source of happiness and consol- 
ation. Occupied in 
the of the 
cherishing and cementing the great 


contemplating 
beauties creation, in 
principles which bind us to our fellow- 
men, enraptured with the harmony 
and order to be seen in all the works 
of Nature, the soul of the Mason is 
elevated until he feels an irresistible 
disposition and admiration of the 
Grand Master of the Universe.” 


—Henry Clay, 1802. 
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John H. Cowles, Grand Commander 
of the Supreme Council of the 
Southern Jurisdiction, deserves great 
credit for the splendid work he has, 
and is, doing in bringing about closer 
relations between the Masons of 
Latin countries and those of the 
United States. To some extent his 
work is limited to the Scottish Rite, 
but yet, his influence in the York Rite, 
directly and indirectly, is such that 
he is also helping others there _ to 
break down the barriers of ignorant 
‘prejudice builded by narrow minded 
dogmatist against the recognition of 
Latin Masonry. 

It will be due to the efforts of 
such a man as John H. Cowles if, 
some day, the universality of Free- 
masonry may at last become a real- 
ity. 


NOTICE! 


Until further notice please send me 
copy for the American Co-Mason and 
personal mail to Box 156, Charleroi, 
Pa., where I expect to stay for some 
time. 

L. Goaziou. 


DONATIONS 


During the months of July and 
August the Federation received from 
visitors for the use of the cottages 
four donations of $50 each, one of 
$20 and several smaller donations, 
and jater one of $100. 

To make it possible for members 
who may not be able to pay rent to 
come to Larkspur we made no 
“harges for the use of the cottages. 
Due to the liberal donations from 
those better situated financially, the 
holding of the school of instruction 
was no burden on the Federation. 
The anount received more than 
covered all the expenses. 

We received also two donations of 
$50 each to help pay tne expenses of 
sending to High School our ward 
Mary Esposito. 

All those who are unhappy are un- 
happy because they have wanted 
happiness for themselves only. Ali 
who are happy, are happy because 
they have tried to make others happy. 

In 1930 there were 1.517 ministers 
among the membership of the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama. 
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THE SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 


Ojai, Calif., Aug. 23, 19381. 
Dear Federation BB.’-: 

I want to tell you how much I 
appreciate the hospitality which was 
extended to us at the “School of 
Instruction” held this summer at 
Larkspur. Our whole time was so 
enjoyable, as well as_ instructive, 
that it wili always remain a happy 
memory in my mind. I shall iong 
remember the lovely pine-covered 
hills, with Grey Castles in the back- 
ground, and the many pleasant trails 
among the trees. 

I hope that the “School” will be 
repeated in other years, and_ that 
more of our members may take ad- 
vantage of it to become better 
acquainted with our work and with 
each other.. 

With cordial greetings to you all, 
I remain, 

Fraternally yours, 
Grace S. Hall. 


Chicago, Aug. 19, 1931. 
Dear Bro. Goaziou: 

Our T. §S. Convention is over and 
although it went off very successfully 
the contrast between the heat and 
noise of the “Loop” district and the 
clean air and lovely mountains of 
Larkspur was very great. We shall 
always have the pleasantest of 
memories of our visit there. 

With best of good wishes, 

Robert R. Logan. 


Chicago, August 29, 19381. 
Dear Bro. Goaziou: 
Upon thinking over our work to- 


gether at Larkspur, I feel more. 





strongly than ever that it was a 
splendid thing to hold those meetings 
not only for the valuable instruction 
and discussions of the work but 
especially for the joy and inspiration 
of playing and eating with our 
brethren in the beautiful friendliness 
of our Co-Masonic Headquarters. It 
is a memory which no one of us will 
ever forget. It‘has brought us _ all 
very close together and I feel sure 
that association will produce results 
in enthusiastic work which we can 
scarcely imagine. I am looking for- 
ward already to next summer and 
another gathering. 

Most sincerely and_ fraternaily 
vours, Edith Armour. 

Washington, D. C., Aug. 29, 1981. 
Dear Bro. Goaziou: 

My western trip which included 
Larkspur for two weeks was _ profit- 
able, interesting and _ entertaining. 
Time spent at Larkspur, particularly 
the week of school, gave me a wider, 
more comprehensive vision of the 
great work centered there, and the 
responsibility devolving on each 
individual member to help push for- 
ward more vigourously than ever 
before that which has been so definit- 
ly and well established. 

The [Federation property far ex- 
ceeded any picture I had ever formed 
of it. It’s comforting indeed to feel 
that suck a peaceful spot exists where 
tired members may go for rest, 
relaxation and recreation. 

Let me thank you again for making 
the school and its work possible. It 
was indeed profitable! 

Sincerely and fraternally yours, 

Dora C. Hudler. 
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Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 16, 1931. 
Dear Bro. Goaziou: 

The pieasure of spending 12 days 
at Larkspur compensated me _ for 
making the strenuous trip. The time 
was well spent and the interchange 
with those from all parts of the 
country was exceedingly helpful. The 
work was very Inspiring. The beauty 
of the place and the expansiveness of 
the country give hope for its future 
prospects. 

Frat. yours, 
J. KE. Bollenbacker. 


LARKSPUR i931—A RETROSPECT 


“Air like wine’, “pine-scented 
groves”, “casteliated crags”, “skiey 
horizons”, phrases such as these now 
exclusively appropriated by railroad 
folders and advertisements of resort 
hotels seem actually necessary to 
express the richness and fullness of 


a visit to the Headquarters of the 
American Federation of Human 
Rights. 


The village of Larkspur lying in 
the fiats between the two railroads 
and the two highways’ which bind 
Colorado Springs to Denver is of the 
approved American style with a 
combination postoffice and general 
store, a drug, stationery and candy 
shop, some gasoline service stations. 
a “stand pipe”, and a rubbish pile 
where tires, fenders and tin cans 
slide down the bank of a once beauti- 
ful, beaver-haunted stream.  Lark- 
spur Heights, however, above the 
Santa Fe tracks, looks proudly down 
out of its pine groves and refuses to 
make its delightful log cabins and 
modest frame _ cottages 
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among trees and wild flowers con- 
form to the pretentious title of “sub- 
division”. Even the very substantial 
and solidly built concrete Head- 
quarters building of the Federation 
which contains the “Home Lodge” 
decorates itself with an informal 
garden and a harmonious green roof. 

Back of the Headquarters building 
where the meetings were held, the 
“Brick House” where meals were 
served, the five or six cottages be- 
longing to the Order where the: visit- 
ors were housed, and the five or six 
owned by outsiders, rises “Rasp- 
berry Mountain” or “Monkey Face” 
to a height of 8000 feet above the 
sea. It commands a view from 
Pike’s Peak on the South to Devil’s 
Head, Mt. Evans, and Long’s Peak 
on the North and five hundred acres 
of it (nearly all the Southeast slope) 
belony to the Federation, from the 


elit! at the summit whose profile 
forms the monkey’s face to the 
wandering stream at the bottom 


wherein beavers actually build their 
dams to raise the water round their 
snuz winter houses. 

There are many beautiful drives to 
be taken and many interesting places 
to visit within easy reach by motor 
and no one could be a more enthus- - 
‘astiec or energetic guide and chauffeur 
than the M.P.G.C. himself, but I 
must confess that the charm of the 
pines and cliffs of Monkey Face in- 
viting to hard climb or leisurely 
ramble and the lazier lure of the 
pine needles at the door of “Saranac” 
Cottage under the bright eyes of 
chipmunk and bluebird made motor- 
ing appear unseemly if not _ ir- 


seattered | reverential. 
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As for the school of instruction it- 
self, it was indeed instructive and 
well worth the journey of 2000 miles 
from Pennsylvania, but more valu- 
able than the instruction was_ the 
example furnished by the Head- 
quarters staff of friendly  solicitude 
and never-failing service. There was 
nothing forced, nothing pretentious, 
nothing overdone, but everything 
went “as if on rollers” as they say 
in French and if Bro. Delwarte had 
had the hundred arms of  Briarcus 
and the hundred eyes of Argus, he 
could not have brought the mail more 
promptly, have passed the food 
more generously, or have been in 
more places at once. 

The peace and beauty of the situa- 
tion and the efficient yet happy spirit 
of its management should radiate 
out from the Federation Head- 
quarters to every Lodge within its 
jurisdiction and flow through the 
lodges and the individual members to 
enlighten and vivify the whole 
country and help to bring appreciably 
nearer the day when a glorified and 
universal masonry of men and women 
will lead and inspire a nation of 
true citizens and brothers. 

Robert R. Logan. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Bro. Enrico Caretti, a member of 
Home Lodge, was killed under a fal! 
of rock and coal in a Canadian coal 
mine at Cadomin, Alta. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Girard, Kansas, July 2, 1931. 

My uncle left with one of his 
friends frem St. Louis to look for 
work in Oklahoma City and if they 
fail there they will travel through 
Texas and then to Colorado. In that 
case he will stop in Larkspur to see 
the boys. He went away twice 
before, for weeks, and always came 
back without having secured a day’s 
work to do. Around here conditions 
are getting worse and worse every 
day. The Red Cross is feeding the 
people who have no work and nothing 
to eat. 

(The above is taken from a letter 
written by Mary Eposito a Federation 
ward now in Kansas with relatives.) 


Barcelona, Spain, August 4, 1931. 
Dear Bro-.’. Goaziou: 

.... You will be interested to know 
that the Very Il. Bro. Matteo H. Bar- 
roso 33, Representative in Spain of 
the Supreme Council of International 
Co-Masonry, has been appointed by 
the new Government Director Generai 
of Telegraphs and Telephenes and 
that other advanced thinkers, among 
them several Theosophists, occupy 
important offices in the new admin- 
istration. While still a little un- 
settled, things in Spain point toward 
a very ample liberty, religious as well 
as political, which will help greatly 
the dissemination of new and 
advanced ideas. . 

As far as Co-Masonry is concerned, 
progress has been very slow on ac- 
count of being against the law to 
hold meetings, although tolerated. It 
is expected that now the organiza- 
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tion will be put under the law 
accordance with the new Constitution 
of the Siate. At present practically 
all Co-Masons are theosophists. 
While Co-Masonry is not considered 
regular by the Masculine Masons, 
Co-Masons are allowed to join the 
masculine Order without resigning 
from the Co-Masonic Order. In my 
case, for example, if I apply to the 
masculine Order I will be obliged to 
go through the initiations as a pro- 
fane, although I have the 18th in 


Co-Masonry. I have been attending 
here the communications of St. 
Germain Lodge. 
With my best wishes, I remain 
sincerely and frat. yours, 
F. B 


The following is from one of our 
good friends among American Ma- 
sons: 

August 3, 193i. 
Dear Bro. Goaziou: 

I have the July number of the Co- 
Mason, and note the article “Light 
on Masonry”. This is very interest- 
ing indeed, and I have given consider- 
able study to these so-called exposés, 
which, by the way, one may say, are 
essentially correct, as far as 
ceremonies are concerned. 

However, although they are public- 
ly for sale, at various bookstands 
throughont the United States, they 
do not attract much attention. There 
is an organization with headquarters 
in Chicago, known as the National 
Christian Association. This, an anti- 


Masonic - and antisecrecy group, 
composed of representatives of a 
number of various fundamentalist 


churches, not including the Roman 


in | Catholic. 
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Their one set dogma is 
that Free-Masonry and other secret 
societies are anti-Christian because 
they are nct pronouncedly Christians 
in the fundamentalist sense of the 
word. 

The people who make up this 
organization, I believe, are sincere 
religious fanatics. They do not have 
a large following, but they are able 
to maintain their organization. Their 
largest membership is found among 
the Covenanting Presbyterian 
churches, the Holland Dutch Re- 
formed, 'the old line United Brethren, 
the Missouri Synod Lutheran, the 
ree Methodist, ete. 

Their principal objection to Ma- 
sonry and other fraternal organiza- 
tions are, first, that their ritual is 
“Christless’”’, and that they admit 
others than strictly orthodox fund- 
amental believers, secondly, that they 
have few good ceremonies. They 
publish monthly a magazine about 
the size of the Co-Mason, called the 
Christian Cynosure. I, understand 
this magazine was endowed along in 
‘he late 70’s by a zealous brother, so 
they have funds enough to keep in 
perpetuity. They publish and have 
for sale Exposes of practically every 
fraternal organization in the United 
States of any size. 

Most of their rituals are of fifty 
years ago or more, and there have 
been a number of revisions since. 

When I was a boy there was a 
good deal of anti-Masonry in this 
section of the country, forty years 
ago, and I remember when two men 
came to our little town, and with the 
assistance of two or three local anti- 
Masons, they put on the stage and 
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disclosed publicly what purported to 
be the third degree, which was given 
according to the exposé of William 
Morgan. Of course, there was a 
large crowd out, and people talked 
a great deal about it for a long time. 
The next night they publicly exposed 
the Odd Fellows, and the third 
night the K. of P. Some of the 
Lodge men, as usual, lest their heads 
and got up in arms about it, but the 
wiser among them merely laughed 
and turned out and applauded the 
work, and when they were asked 
about it said, “Sure, that is the way 
it is. Just come up to the Lodge 
room and try to get in. After you 


have seen that you wen’t need any 
further initiation.” 
There are, occasionally, anti-Ma- 


sonic lecturers in the country yet 
who find a hearing in these smaller 
groups, but the growth of respectabil- 
ity of the organization has rather 
discouraged them. 

President Blanchard of Wheaton 
College, Illinois, was one of the most 
vigorous of the anti-Masonic 
advocates of later years. He just 
passed away a comparatively few 
years ago. The college in [Illinois is 
the headquarters of anti-secrecy and 
fundamentalism, which, of course, in 
these days is fighting a losing fight. 

You are right when you say that 
a number of sensible, rational Free- 
Masons are ready to proclaim the 
excluding of women has no bearing 
upon Masonic principles and ideals, 
but is soley a question of policy, and 
the doors are going to have to open, 
sooner or later. 

IT am not aware of the 
having been debated yet 


matter 
in any 
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Grand Lodge, but no doubt it will be 
at an early date, comparatively 
speaking. When the _ tide once 
commences to flow in that direction, 
in my judgment it will come rapidly, 
and meanwhile, Co-Masonry can go 
its way calmly, not making enemies, 
but cultivating as many friends as 
possible among the regulars, and 
you would be surprised to know 
how many people say, “I can see no 
reason why my wife cannot be a 
member of this institution, with some 
modification of the work.” 

I remain sincerely and fraternally 


yours. 
X. 


A Portuguese Mason, recently 
arrived in the United States, writes: 

“A few days ago I was invited to 
attend a great feast given by Scottish 
Rite Brethren here. To my surprise 
I learned that in the United States a 
Mason can receive the degrees from 
the 3d to the 32d in one day if he 
has the money to pay for them. 

“In Portugal, and in France too, 
no Mason can buy degrees. To ‘be 
advanced to the higher degrees a 
Bro. must have dene something to 
prove his love for the Order and for 
Humanity. 

“While here Masonry is free and 
open, in Portugal the Masonic Palace 
and all Lodges are closed and 
members are arrested and sent to 
Africa by orders of the Jesuits. 
Persecutions today in Portugal are 
similar to the persecutions of the 
Inquisition in 1743 and Portuguese 
Masons are compelled to seek refuge 
in other countries. 

“However, the Jesuits 


shall not 
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stop the march of Progress. The 
fall of the Spanish monarchy proves 
this. 


CO-MASONIC NEWS 


Oakland, Calif. 

Our Lodge is actively at work and 
our meetings are well attended not- 
withstanding the bad times. 

At our last meeting our Bro. Lucia 
Alice gave us a most interesting tall 
about our Co-Masonic Order and our 
Official Bulletin, the American Co-| 
Mason, which she finds so interest- 
ing that she eave me §¢2.50 to| 





send to you to help defray the | 


expenses of distributing free copiese) 


F. A. Viglia, | 
Secretary, Lodge 546. ; 


Our Herrin, Lodge No. 390, was 
very happy to learn of a _ proposed 
Larkspur Day and decided to celebrate | 
it later. | 

Our Lodge No. 548, Pullman, IIL, 
was one of the latest victims of our 
thievish banking system. It lost over 
$700 due to the closing of a local 
bank. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


We have received, with the frater- 
nal greetings of the author, a copy 
of Causeries Initialiques peur le tra- | 
vail en Chambre du Milieu, par 
Edouard E. Plantagenet, published | 
by V. Cloton, 7 rue Cadet, Paris. 
Price 9 francs. Sold to M. M. only. 

Those of our members who read 
French should secure a copy of this | 
instructive book as well as copies of | 
the two previously published for! 





15 


Entered Apprentices and _ Fellow- 
crafts. Five editions have been 
printed of the first and three of the 
second one, showing how well Bro. 
Plantagenet’s work has been appre- 
ciated by French reading Masons. 
As the author states, in this third 
book, they must not be considered as 
“Books of Instruction”, but rather 
as interpretations of Masonic sym- 
bolism, as tools to help the brethren 
in their search for Masonic Light. 
No one can become a_ real Mason 
except by his own efforts, through 


his own studies. A Mason must 
think for himself. ‘Mastership”, 
says Bro. Plantagenet, “is not a 


gift, it is the mastery of man over 
himself”’. 

A Chapter of this book is devoted 
to the seience of numbers in generai. 
and to the interpretation of the 
numbers one to ten. A most interest- 
ing Chapter is devoted to the history 
of the thirud degree ana the last 
Chapter is devoted to Masonic Law. 
If Bro. Plantagenet’s conclusion as 
to what should be accepted ali over 
as fundamental Masonic laws, were 
to be adopted, a long step would thus 
be made towards the universality of 
Masonry. 





A NEW GEORGE WASHINGTON 
MASONIC FACT BOOK 


The year 1932 marks the two 
hundredth anniversary of George 
Washington’s birth, an event which 
will be signalized by nation-wide 
celebrations during the coming fall 
and winter season. 

The importance of the event has 
not been overlooked by the Masonic 
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Fraternity, for many Grand Lodges 
have appointed special committees to 
encourage programs in lodges. The 
seven Grand Lodges of New England 
and New Jersey, whose Grand 
Masters met in Conference in Boston 
last April, are among those now 
making preparations for 1931-82 
programs. At the Boston conference 
Major J. Hugo Tatsch, P.M., 32°, 
who has been organizing and develop- 
ing the Library of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts for the past 
eighteen months, was commissioned 
to write a book entitled “The Facts 
About George Washington as a 
Freemason.” This volume is now off 
the press, and consists of 124 pages, 
six by nine, with a two color title 
page and three full page insert 
illustrations. In addition to being 
sponsored by the Grand Lodges 
named, the National Sojourners, a 
patriotic society consisting of 
officers in the uniformed forces of 
the United States who are Masons, 
have endorsed the book. Admiral 
Robert E. Coontz, U. S. N. (Retired), 
Past Grand Orator, Grand Lodge 
F.&A.M. of Washington, has written 
a foreword to the volume. 

Brother Tatsch presents accurate 
and detailed information on the many 
aspects of Washington’s vareer, and 
has incorporated into the volume 
facts hitherto unknown. He 
distinguishes between fact and legend, 
for unfortunately some preposterous 
stories of Washington’s Craft activ- 


ities have gained currency, and the 
erroneous accounts are pointed out 
as such. Washington’s initiation, 


passing and raising is fully discussed, 
with a dissertation on the question if 
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he was initiated when under 21. 
Important records of Engiand and 
Scotland have been consulted on moot 
points. Washington’s connection with 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia and his 
nomination as General Grand Master 
for the United States is covered in 
detail; visits to other lodges are 
itemized. All of Washington’s Ma- 
sonic correspondence appears in the 
volume, together with a new item 
which Brother Tatsch discovered in 
the Library of Congress some months 
ago. Other topics are the laying of 
the cornerstone of the national 
Capitol by Washington in 1793; the 
Masonic funeral ceremonies upon his 
death; the condolence from Americar 
and foreign Masonic bodies; his 
aprons; books dedicated to Washing- 
ton; a highly informative section 
appears on the Washington Masonic 
portraits, with facts not fourd in 
detail in other Masonic treatments of 
the subject; how Jean Antoine 
Houdon, a member of the Lodge of 


the Nine Sisters at Paris, made a 
statue of Washington from life, a 
work in which Jefferson, Franklin, 


Lafayette and others had a hand; the 
story of Brother Parson Weems, 
author of the cherry-tree and hatchet 
story, is told, with a verbatim extract 
from his book. 

Another section deals at length 
with the dubious accounts’ of 
Washington’s membership in Amer- 
ican and British lodges. The section 
treating of the attacks by Anti-Ma- 
sons upon Washington’s Masonic 
activities is one of the mast interest- 
ine features in the volume, and 
appears in book form for the first 
time. Quotations from Roosevelt, 
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McKinley and others about Nic Mawumitdtiok: EGur Weeki | 
ton as a Mason will aid the speaker 
in making his addresses interesting, 
while these poetically inclined will 
find a number of Washington Ma- 
sonic poems for their use. 

The volume closes with a brief ac- 
count of the George Washington Ma- 
sonic Memorial Association, which 
will dedicate a $5,000,000 building at 
Alexandria. Virginia, next may. It 
will house the National Masonic 
Library, of which the nucleus of 
more than 600 Masonic books has 
been presented by Mrs. Florence M. 
Lemert, widow of the late Rae J. 
Lemert, 33°, Grand Historian, Grand 
Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana. The 
appendix contains a large list of avail- 
able books on Washington, which will 
aid the speaker who wants the non- 
Masonic details of Washington’s 
career as a background to his story. 

American Masonic Lodges will 
celebrate November 4th, the date of 
Washington’s initiation into the 
Craft, with unusual interest this 
year. Brother Tatsch’s work will be 
found a most valuable source book 
for such programs. 

The book is printed on _ antique 
book stock, and contains 124 pages. 
It can be had from the Macoy 
Publishing and Masonic Supply 
Company, 35 West 32nd Street, New 
York City, New York, at $1.25 for 
paper covered copies, and $1.75 in 
cloth,-carriage charges paid. Special 
prices will be quoted to Masonic and 
patriotic organizations who wish to 
buy the book in quantities for distri- 
bution to their members. 


. ESOTERIC ESOTERIC MASONRY 


That which appeals most to me in 
Masonry is the ESOTERIC. For 
True Masonry is Esoteric; it is not a 
thing of this world. All that we 
have here is a link, a door way, thru 
which the student may pass into the 
unknown. Freemasonry has nothing 
to do with things of form save that 
it realizes form is molded by and 
manifests the life it contains. 
Conseyuently the student is seeking 
to so mold nis life that the form will 
elorify the Gods whose temple he is 
slowly building as he awakens one 
by one the workmen within himself 
and direets them to carry out the 
plan that has been given him out of 
heaven. 

So far as it is possible to discover, 
ancient Freemasonry and the beauti- 
ful cosmic allegory that it teaches, 
perpetuated thru hundreds of lodges 
and ancient mysteries, forms the 
oldest of the Mystery Schools; and 
its preservation thru the ages has 
not depended upon itself as an 
exoteric body of partly involved 
individauls but UPON A 
CONCEALED BROTHERHOOD, 
THE ESOTERIC SIDE OF FREE- 
MASONRY. 

All the great Mystery Schools have 
hierarchies upon the spiritual planes 
of Nature which are _ expressing 
themselves in this world thru creeds 
and organizations. The true student 
seeks to lift himself from the 
exoteric body upward - spiritually 
until he joins the esoteric group 
which, without a lodge on the physical 
plane of nature, is far greater than © 
Jall the lodges of which it is the 
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central fire. The spiritual instructors 
of humanity are forced to labor in 
the concrete world with things 
comprehensible to the concrete mind, 
and there man begins to comprehend 
the meaning of the allegories and 
symbols which surround his exoteric 
work as soon as he prepares himself 
to receive them. 

The true Mason realizes that the 
work of the Mystery Schools in the 
world is of an inclusive nature and 
that the only Lodge which is broad 
enough to express his ideals is one 
whose dome is the heavens, whose 
pillar are the corners of creation, 
whose checkerboard floor is composed 
of the crossing currents of human 
emotion and whose altar is the human 
heart. 

Creeds cannot bind the true seeker 
after TRUTH. Realizing the unity 
of all Truth, the Mason also realizes 
that the hierarchies laboring with him 
have given him in his varying degrees 
the mystic spiritual ritual of all the 
Mystery schools in the world, and if 
he would fill his place in the plan he 
must not enter this sacred study for 
what he can get out of it but that he 
may learn to serve the world. 

The true student realizes that the 
taking of the degrees does not make 
a man a Mason. A Mason is_ not 
appointed, he is EVOLVED and he 
must realize that the position he 
holds in the exoteric lodge means 
nothing compared to his position in 
the spiritual lodge of LIFE. We 
must forever discard the idea that 
he can be told or instructed in the 
sacred Mysteries or that his being a 
member of an organization improves 
him in any way. He must be taught 
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and realize that his duty is to build 
and evolve the sacred teachings in his 
own being: that nothing but his own 
purified being can unlock the door to 
the sealed libraries of human 
consciousness, and that his Masonic 
rites must eternally be speculative 
until he makes them operative by 
living the life of the mystic Mason. 
His karmic responsibilities increase 
with his opportunities. ‘Those who 
are surrounded with the knowledge 
and opportunity for  self-improve- 
ment and make nothing of these 
opportunities are the lazy workmen 
who will be spiritually, if not physic- 
ally, cast cut of the temple of the 
king. 

The Masonie Order is not merely a 
social organization, but is composed 
of all those who have banded them- 
selves together to learn and apply 
the principles of mysticism and the 
occult rites. They are, (or should 
be) philosophers, sages and _ sober 
minded individuals who have dedicated 
themselves upon the Masonic Altar 
and vowed by all they hold good and 
dear that the world shal! be better, 
wiser and happier because they have 
lived. 

Those who have entered these 
mystic rites and passed between the 
pillars seeking whether prestige or 
commercial advantages are blasphem- 
ers, and while in this world we may 
count them as successfui, they are 
the cosmic failures who have barred 
themselves out from the true _ rite 
whose keynote is unselfishness and 
whose workers have renounced the 
things of the earth. 

THE MASONIC RITUAL IS NOT 
A CEREMONY, BUT A LIFE TO 
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BE LIVED. THOSE alone are truly 
Masons who, dedicating their lives 
and theic fortunes upon the altar of 


the living flame, undertake the 
constructiorz. of the one universal 
building and their God the living 
ARCHITECT. 


When we have Masons like this in 
the Craft, it will again be operative, 
the flaming TRIANGLE will shine 
forth with greater lustre, the dead 
builder will rise from his tomb, and 
the LOST WORD so long concealed 
from the profane will blaze forth 
again with the power that niakes all 
things new. 

Anna M. Brinkley. 


MASONIC BROTHERHOOD 


That which appeals to me most in 
Masonry, is Brotherhood. 

Brotherheod is a fact 
for all life has one Source. 

Over the Masonic Temple in Holly- 
wood is inscribed “Tis the Mystic tie 
that makes all men Brothers.” That 
which was lost has always been with 
us—it is the LIGHT within and when 
men and women realize in word and 
deed this fact and try to live it then 
they will realize the meaning of these 
cryptic words “In the beginning was 
the WORD and the WORD was with 
GOD and the WORD was GOD.” The 
WORD is lost and yet it is ever with 
us. The light that illumines the 
distant horizon shines in our hearts. 
“Thou wouldst not seek me _  hadst 
thou not found me.” 

Brotherhood is the very foundation 
principle of the Universe, therefore 
the nearer we live the more we 


in Nature 
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GREAT ARCHITECT of the 
UNIVERSE intended us to be as 


BUILDERS. We find that the LIGHT 
which is the ONE LIGHT is the tie 
that binds all men as BROTHERS, 
and the time is coming when the 
words of Bobbie Burns will come 
true “and man to man the world o’er, 
snail Brothers be, for a’ that and a’ 
that.” 
Kathryn De Souchet. 
THE CENTER 

In this present day civilization of 

ours with confusion of ideas concern- 





ing right and wrong, it should be 
encouraging for every Mason to 
know that there is a place where 


truth prevails and where he cannot 
err. 

It is said in the explanation of the 
Tracing Board of the First degree; 
“In all regularly constituted Lodges 
there is a point within a circle from 
which a Mason cannot err”. 

If Masonry is a teaching veiled in 
allegory and illustrated by symbols, 
there is most likely more than one 
interpretation of the above mentioned 
statement. 

We may consider that our body or 
mortal personality should be, if 
properly prepared, “the regularly 


constituted Lodge,” referred to. We 
should note that the body, or the 
Lodge, has definite dimensions, 


whereas the center or the point has 
no dimension. The Lodge is a tang- 
ible thing, the point is an intangible 
thing. In the same way there is 
something intangible, though never- 
theless important point within every 
one of us. This point or center 


realize what Life means and what the’ Within us is not a material thing, it 
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is dimensionless, of an other order 
than material things, and therefore 
cannot be proven or ascertained by 
physical or scientific instruments. 
Yet, if this center is our immortal 
ruler, the spirit within, it is the very 
essence of us. 

It is further said: “From this point 
a Mason cannot err.” Obviously, if 
he does not stand in this central 
point. he is likely to err; whereas if 
he is located in the center, his judye- 
ment is infallible. What does the Ma- 
son symbolize? We can assume that 
our consciousness is this Mason who 
is free 16 move about. If we focus 
our consciousness in this center, in 
the immortal and unchangeable, we 
are safe in our judgements; whereas, 
if we focus our consciousness in the 
dimensional world, in the periphery 
of things in the changeable and fleet- 
ing, we are likely to err. 

Thus, if we understand this most 
fundamental truth and we might say, 
“First degree interpretation” of the 
symbol of the center, we have taken 
one big step forward towards’ the 
realization of truth and reality. 

The higher degrees furnish further 
material for other still more far- 
reaching conclusions. Eric Orlow. 


MASONIC NEWS 

The old Grand Lodges of Germany 
are becoming more and more opposed 
to most important Masonic ideals 
and principles. As a result many of 
their members are resigning to affil- 
iate with a new Grand Lodge more 
in harmony with Masonic ideals. 

The following resolution adopted 
at the annual meeting, May 9, 1931, 
of the Grand Lodge “Zu den drei 


THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 


— 


Welt Kugeln, will give an idea of 
the present state of mind of leading 
German Masons: 

“Resolved that our Grand Lodge 


shall refuse to have any relations 
with the Lodges of former enemy 
States, and will reject most 


emphatically all pacific endeavors.” 


For a leng time after Tennessee 
was carved out of what had been the 
western part of Nerth Carolina, the 
Craft of the two States were under 
one Masonic control, that of the 
“Grand Lodge of North Carolina and 
Tennessee”. This continued for some 
years. Tennessee Lodges met in 
Convention in December 2, 1811, at 
Knoxville, and petitioned the Grand 
Lodge of North Carolina for a 
separate Grand Lodge in their Stute. 
This petitition was granted and on 
September 30, 1813, was issued the 
only document chartering a Grand 
Lodge in America.—Freemasonry in 
the Thirteen Colonies by Hugo 
Tatsch, page 113. 


“The Herald”, official Bulletin of 
the International League of Free- 
masons, published in English and in 
French, is a new addition to our ex- 


change list. The issue received is 
No. 2, Vol. 3. It contains the 
program of the Congress of the 
International League (which was 


held in Paris from the 8th to the 
18th of September); a report by the 
President of the League, Bro. Uhl- 
man, of the work done during 1930; 
a list of the officials of the League 
and many interesting notes. The 
editorial office is at Byfanwege 13, 
Basle, Switzerland. 


LODGE GOODS. ( Bo YOU READ PRENCHT 


When in need of Lodge material or’ Do not fail to order copies ne “Le 


regalia of any kind, send your orders Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme 


to the American. Federation of Human | 
Rights, Box 22, ‘Larkspur, Colorado. 


du ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter-. 
Bee Aie du 2e Degré” par Jas Ti. 





‘Whatever we may not have.on hand,|§. Gédalge. Prix, $1.00 chaque. 


we will order for you promptly. 


: Sea : : z & | Le Livre de l Apprenti $ 
FORM OF BEQUEST. Fae ea par Oswald Wirth 





or the Benefit of the Co-Masonic Mange! insieetion initiatique Ze. 
Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise Fuseae des Apprentis, Prix $1.00 
and bequeath to the Osunel of Ad- ; 
ministration of the American Feder- ~ 

* Le Livre du Compagnon 

tion. of Human Rights, a corporation par Oswald Wirth 
organized under the laws of the | | 
District of Columbia, (describe gift 
or devise or both as the case may be) 
to be used for the support and main- 
tenance of the Home established in 
jarkspur, Colo., in» such manner as |- 
may be determined by. said Couneil | 
f Administration. 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique 4 
Vusage des SO ERED OT: Prix $1.00 





Le Livre du Maitre 
par Oswald Wirth. 





“Manuel “@ instruction initiatique & 
: | Pusage des Maitres. Prix“ $1.00. 

WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S if S , 

ASSISTANT. 





“Wistoire de la Franc-Maconnerie 

. os Frangaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 
Have you a copy of this instructive | interesting book of over 500 pages. — 

little book? If not, order one at once. ae ‘postpaid, $1. 75. 

Price $1.00. Send order and money ey 

to American Federation of Human ae 

Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. BODES 


v 
- 


BAe es ater | We have for sale thes following 
ti a | pamphlets: : i 


We have a good ganply of bark On Orientation, 10c. 
numbers of the American Co- Mason Greater and Lesser Lights, 10c. 
and we will gladly mail a bundle to; Pillars and Columns, 10c. 
any one wishing to use them for prop- We will be glad to order for you 
aganda. any. Book you may wish to purchase, 





The AMERICAN FEDERATION 

of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 

under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 

trict of Columbia, holds a regular 

Charter from the Supreme Council of 

International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 








